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Scientific Objectives 
The World Data Center (WDC) for Biodiversity and Terrestrial Ecology (BD&TE) supports all aspects of biodiversity and ecological resources management.  In-house and cooperative scientists capture and apply biodiversity related data to aid in such undertakings as mapping land cover and predicting the distribution of species. Staff are also engaged in biodiversity and ecosystem informatics including the development of semantic Web technology, harvesting data and metadata from distributed sources, and integrating and delivering those data through emerging portal technologies.  

Vital Statistics
The new WDC for BD&TE is headquartered at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Center for Biological Informatics (CBI) in Lakewood, Colorado.  It is integrated with the National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) <www.nbii.gov>, including the vast NBII network of partners from universities and museums as well as national and international organizations.  WDC for BD&TE staff are also located at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Center in Reston, Virginia; the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.; New Mexico State University; the University of Hawaii; and the University of Idaho. The Center has a core staff of 27 interdisciplinary professionals.  Data sets accessed through the Center include those related to land cover mapping and vertebrate species distribution, bird conservation, invasive species, fisheries and aquatic resources, wildlife disease, and amphibian declines.  The WDC for BD&TE Web site <wdc.nbii.gov> is in its early design phase.

Involvement with the Scientific Community 
Activities in 2002 included initiating collaboration with the NSF LongTerm Ecological Research Program, and collaborating with the world taxonomic community to provide taxonomic and collections data (co-chairing the Global Biodiversity Information Facility “Catalog of Life” project).  In addition, WDC for BD&TE staff regularly presented scientific findings, explored partnerships opportunities, and raised Center visibility at leading national and international conferences and related professional venues.  

Significant Data Sets Released in 2002 
· Gap Analysis Program land cover, species distribution, and stewardship data sets are available at <gapanalysis.usgs.gov>.  The data sets completed in 2002 (Colorado, Idaho, and West Virginia) bring the total to 16 states.   
· Parks that were newly served through the USGS-National Park Service Vegetation Mapping Program during 2002 include Isle Royale National Park, Voyageurs National Park, Badlands National Park, and Congaree Swamp National Monument.  

· CRISIS MAPS system, an interactive map display system for distributed data from partners.  

· Olympic National Park cryptogam plant species (lichens, mosses, and liverworts).  

· Mountain Hemlock/Subalpine Fir database of annual radial growth of mountain hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) and subalpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa). 

· Ecophysiological parameters of western conifers; offers species- and location-specific data sets of physiological parameters for coniferous and deciduous trees (western United States). 

Significant Tools/Technologies Implemented in 2002 
· ITIS SGML Metadata Tool – expedites metadata development. 

· Science Information Database, Southwest Strategy Initiative – for locating scientists or documents and projects related to a particular natural resources topic.
Other News
Preparations are underway to establish an NBII science committee, which will provide guidance on scientific issues and operations of the WDC for BD&TE. 

