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Scientific Objectives

The EROS Data Center provides global leadership for the advancement of the science and applications of land remote sensing that results in a greater understanding of the Earth.  The World Data Center for Land Cover Data, officially approved in June 2002, is an important element in providing data and services that enable our customers and partners to study high priority Earth science issues.

Vital Statistics

The WDC for Land Cover Data is part of the Earth Resources Observation Systems (EROS) Data Center, a U. S. Geological Survey facility in Sioux Falls South Dakota.  EDC is home to the USGS Land Cover Characterization Program, the NASA Distributed Active Archive Center (DAAC) and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Global Resource Information Database (GRID).   The EROS Data Center has 500 employees who collect, archive, analyze, and distribute remote sensing data and derivative products that include land cover data sets.  The WDC for Land Cover Data currently distributes global and US land cover datasets as well as complementary datasets (elevation, hydrology).

The WDC/LCD web address is:   http://landcover.usgs.gov/wdc.html
Involvement with the Scientific Community

The EROS Data Center has an active visiting scientist program.  In 2003, sixteen visiting scientists participated in projects at the Center.  In addition, 40 scientists received training in the database processing techniques used in the National Land Cover Database.

Significant Data Sets Released in 2002

National Land Cover Database 2001 for mapping zones in Utah, Minnesota, and the middle-Atlantic States.

Significant Tools/Technologies Implemented in 2002

Land cover data are posted on the web in seamless coverages with download capability provided.
