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Scientific Objectives
The WDC for Meteorology, Asheville supports the research community by archiving and providing access to data from international research experiments and data acquired through collaborative exchange.  In-house researchers are using data to prepare long term value added data sets for climate monitoring and to assess climate trends.  The WDC Actively supports the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) World Climate Program and its scientific objectives.

Vital Statistics

The WDC for Meteorology, Asheville is part of the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) and activities of the WDC are carried out by the various functional components of NCDC.  In addition to the holdings of the WDC, researchers requesting data also have access to the national and international data held by the NCDC.  Volume of holdings include over 1.7 petabytes of digital data and over 200 million pages of hardcopy data.  The NCDC is staffed with 178 government employees and supported by more than 100 contract personnel.  Over two million contacts were received with 28 thousand customers serviced on-line and 14 thousand off-line.  Ninety four million files totaling over 4 terabytes of digital data were provided to customers.

· Web address:  WDC -  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/wdcamet.html
      NCDC- http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html
Involvement with the Scientific Community
Eleven visiting scientists were hosted with three for an extended period of time for research and training.  Twenty three research papers were presented to scientific meetings and published in journals. Scientific papers as well as presentation were made at various meetings and conferences sponsored by the American Meteorological Society, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), American Geophysical Union,  World Meteorological Organization, etc.  Collaborative exchanges with WDC Meteorology, Beijing and WDC Meteorology, Obninsk continued during 2002.

Significant Data Sets Released in 2002 (if any)
Data from the Global Energy and Water Cycle Experiment (GWEX) Continental-scale International Project (GCIP) has been acquired for archiving and is now available at the WDC.  NCDC/WDC is the lead data center for archiving and providing access to Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) data.  GCOS Surface Network data are now available on-line via web access.

Significant Tools/Technologies Implemented in 2002 (if any)

The majority of data holdings are now managed in a mass store robotic environment providing much quicker data retrieval for servicing.  In addition, many frequently accessed data are now on-line for servicing customers via the web and providing the user an option to receive the data via file transfer protocol (FTP).  FTP became the preferred data exchange vehicle alleviating the frequent problems encountered in reading data exchanged on tape media.

