
SPIDR  
How to use Space Physics Interactive 

Data Resource (SPIDR) to access DMSP 
Data from McMurdo Ground Station 



1. SPIDR Web Interface 
http://spidr.ngdc.noaa.gov/spidr/  

http://spidr.ngdc.noaa.gov/spidr/�


2a. Register to create user account  
(only once) 

Required 
for a user 
account  



2b. Sign in user account  
 

Sign in 
user 

account  



3. Select Time Interval & Sampling 
 

Verify that your 
user status is 

not  guest 

Click on Data 
Access Step (1) 



4. Set the Time Interval & Update 

 

Select Time 
Interval and then 

Update Setting 



5. Verify Time Interval then Select Datasets 

Verify Time Interval 
correct and then Click 

on Datasets 



6a. Select McMurdo Data 

Select DMSP 
(McMurdo) and click 

link 



6b. Select DMSP Satellite  

Select Satellite (F17, 
F18)and click on GO 



7. Search Results 
Two tools to 

visually  inspect 
the data.  



8. Download Data 

Click on download link and 
save file for full orbit.  NOTE: 

OIS file has  two bands - 
visible and thermal. 



SPIDR Download Files 

• Filename:  F1#YYYYMMDDHHMM.OIS 
• F1# - Satellite F15, F16, F17 or F18 
• YYYY – Year format starting with 2012 
• MM – Month of Year starting with 01 
• HH – Hourly format as a twenty-four day 
• MM – Minutes from 00-60 
• .OIS – DMSP processed time-ordered orbitzed 

smooth  files 



• The header of the F*.OIS file has 
the number of source files, 
followed by the simple format 
file names.  

• You can FTP the simple files from 

 http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/dmsp/mcmurdo/simple/  

Identify SIMPLE (.DAT) files 

http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/dmsp/mcmurdo/simple/�
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