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SOLAR ACTIVITY DURING APRIL

Solar activity as Jjudged by ionospheric disturbances dropped
far below the level of last month. Only six were recorded by
Solar Division observers compared to the record twenty nine of
March. Reproductions of the two most intense and widely recorded
events appear on page two. The upper chart shows an SEA that
occurred late in the afternoon only an hour and one half before
the beginning of the normal sunset rise. Although only a modest
enhancement is shown on the chart, it must have been a rather
intense disturbance to be recorded at all with the sun so low on
the horizon. The lower chart shows a normal SEA of average intens-
ity and typical rise and fall times.

Sunspot activity was also far below the level of March. The
April mean of the American sunspot numbers fell to 102.4 from
134.0 last month. The April numbers reached their peak at the
middle of the month.

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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