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SOLAR ACTIVITY DURING AUGUST

August resembled July in that there were few ionospheric
disturbances and the few that did occur were of modest intensity.
The most widely observed event was a small disturbance reaching
maximum at 1420 UT on the 2lst. Two recordings of this are reproduced
on page two showing a sudden enhancement of atmospheric noise as
recorded in South Africa and Pennsylvania.

Sunspot activity continued at about the same level with the
monthly mean of the American sunspot numbers up slightly to 96.3
despite the period of low activity following the middle of the month.
Such low level periods have been characteristic of previous months
when longitudinal regions of little activity rotate onto the disk.
Low relative numbers during these periods contrast with high numbers
at other times such as those at the beginning and end of August
which combine to maintain a high monthly mean.

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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